The Story of Easter
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Easter is a Christian festival that celebrates the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the most
important holy day of the Christian religion.
On that day nearly 2000 years ago, God
showed His love to man in a unique and very
Important way.
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Jesus was born in the ancient Roman
province of Judea, a land now known as
Palestine and Israel, to Jewish parents.
He taught people about God, healed the
sick, and helped people who were
lonely, sad, and downtrodden. In His life
He fulfilled prophecies about

the Messiah (meaning “Savior”) that
had been spoken of by Jewish prophets,
and which were recorded in what is now
The Old Testament of The Bible.
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Many people recognized Jesus as their
Savior and followed Him. But others were
jealous of Him. These enemies of Jesus
made plans to kill Him.

Jesus knew of these plans, and one day
He told His twelve closest followers, who
are known as His disciples, “I will be put
to death, but three days later, I will be
raised to life.”
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A day before the Jewish festival of Passover,
Jesus set out for Jerusalem with His disciples.
When the people saw Him coming, they
shouted, “Praise God! Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord!”

On the main day of the festival, as Jesus sat
with His disciples at supper, He reminded His
friends that He would soon leave them. He
asked them to drink wine and eat bread together
in remembrance of Him, until the day He would
eat and drink with them again in Heaven. When
Christians gather together, they often perform
this ceremony, called communion.
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Then Jesus went with His disciples to a
garden outside the city to pray before the ordeal
He knew was coming.

The next morning, the chief priests, who by
this time had finished their plans to kill Jesus,
sent their guards to the garden where Jesus was
praying and took Him captive.
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Jesus’ enemies brought Him to the
Roman governor Pontius Pilate, and
there demanded that Jesus be executed.
Pilate did as they asked. Then the
soldiers led Jesus out to crucify Him,
which meant nailing Him to a wooden
cross to hang there until He died.
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In the evening, a man named Joseph of
Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. Joseph and others took His
body down from the cross and put itin a
new tomb, carved out of solid rock. A huge
stone was rolled across the entrance to the
tomb, and Joseph and the others went away.
Early Sunday morning, several women who
were followers of Jesus went to the tomb.
When they arrived, they saw that the stone
had been rolled away.
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There they saw a young man whose
face shone and whose clothes were
white as snow. The man with the
shining face said, “Don’t be afraid.
Jesus is not here, but He has risen as
He said.” For the next forty days, Jesus
was seen by His disciples and hundreds
of other people.
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From this story comes the tradition of
Easter. It begins with Good Friday,
which represents the day Jesus died on
the cross, and ends on Easter Sunday;,
which is a day to rejoice because Jesus
rose from the dead. In His death He took
away the barrier of wrongdoing that
separates us from God, and in His
resurrection He showed His power to
give us new life.
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A simple analogy is that we are like
children who have been bad and deserve
punishment rather than the privilege of
going to Heaven. But Jesus is like our
older brother who, through His death,
took our punishment for us. By accepting
His pardon, we can be forgiven, have the
loving and happy lives He wants us to
have, and be with Him in Heaven in the
afterlife.
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