The Eyewitness
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The past 24 hours have been disturbing, terrifying, wonderful. It started
with an order from Caiaphas the High Priest, Caiaphas the puppet of Rome,
Caiaphas whom I serve. "Malchus do this! Malchus do that!" And of course |
must do as | am told. | am the puppet of a puppet, here to carry out his dirty
work. And this was the dirtiest job | had ever been given.

My orders were to pass on the High Priest's instructions to the captain of
the temple guard, go with him and his men to seize Jesus, and take Him to
the judgment hall. We'd done this sort of thing before when we'd arrested
other rogue teachers, but this time something in me resisted my orders.
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Months earlier | had heard Jesus
speak, and | tell you, no other man
spoke like He did! "Love your
enemies. Do good to them that hate
you." Now that is a message you
don't hear often! With everyone
else it's "an eye for an eye." The
zealots want their country back. The
religious fanatics want their religion
back. The crooked merchants who
have been out-cheated want their
money back. It seems everyone
wants revenge. Jesus was different.
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Caiaphas wanted us to arrest Jesus in
the dead of night because he was
afraid there would be ariot if the
common people were around to see
it. Jesus had done many miracles, and
most people loved Him. In fact, the
crowd had called for Him to be their
king upon His entry into the city just a
couple of days before.

The idea was to find Jesus in the
garden where He went to pray, take
Him by surprise, and arrest Him
before He could escape. But when we
got there, it was like He knew we
were coming for Him and was waiting.
Judas Iscariot did what he'd been paid
to do and pointed out Jesus from the
group of a dozen men. What a way to
betray his leader—with a kiss!

AR BEERRA A BGR N
(o A HS ok, DX At B4R SR
FEAFREN, Rk bR
il HRERMOLVFZ AL, K2
BN ZR M. FL b, JIR
A A E SR, AR ZER A
AR £ o

KA A W ARTE A e I B3R 2
HR &k, At 2 A8 B AT #5 I H H
AR, M REkRE 2 B
At . (H2 S IRATBE AT E
i, HRERELE 2 O FE IR
BUREAMT I — M, 7ESFETRAN
Sab 1] PN N LY N
AT LM, AR
TN R B ERERSR . T HoAth
¥ FH— Wk A 1 454
% 2 L ER s !




We could have saved the temple
treasury the 30 pieces of silver that
the chief priests paid Judas, because
before we could say or do anything,
Jesus asked us, "Who are you looking
for?"

"Jesus of Nazareth," | answered.

"I'am He," Jesus said. His presence
was so overpowering that all of us
who had come to arrest Him fell to
the ground.

"Who are you looking for?" Jesus
asked again.

"Jesus of Nazareth," | repeated as |
struggled to my feet.

"I have told you that | am the one
you are looking for, so let these
others go," He said, pointing to His
disciples.
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But one of them—the one they call
Peter—didn't want to leave
without a fight. He drew a sword
and swung. | dodged and thought
he had missed, but then | felt a
sharp pain and blood gushed from
the side of my head. My ear was
gone! | dropped to my knees and
clutched the wound, trying in vain
to stem the flow of blood. My
clothes became a red-soaked mess
and | began to lose consciousness.
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Suddenly a brilliant light engulfed
me. Someone called my name. It
was Jesus, kneeling over me and
covering my wound with His hand.
| felt a warm tingle. The pain
stopped. Jesus' eyes were full of
love. He didn't say a word, but |
knew then that He was my friend,
not my enemy.

"Put that sword away," Jesus said,
turning to Peter. "He who lives by
the sword will die by the sword."

| think some of the guards were

as surprised as | was that Jesus
could have enough love to heal His
enemies. Some may even have
wondered, like | did, if He really was
the Son of God. Not the captain of
the temple guard, though. He never
doubted his orders. He jerked Jesus
to His feet, and a moment later they
were all gone.

Alone in the garden, | thought about
the miracle that had just taken
place. My ear was restored perfectly
whole, but my blood-soaked robe
and skin were proof that something
amazing had happened. How could
the others have dismissed that
miracle so quickly? How could they
have been so callous?
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Back home, as | washed the caked
blood from my face and arms and
changed clothes, | couldn't shake
the thought that | had just been an
accomplice to a horrendous crime.

| ran to the High Priest's palace

to see what would happen to Jesus,
and found the place filled with
people. "Where is He?" | asked one
of the guards.

"The trial has begun. Caiaphas is
already convinced that this Jesus
fellow is guilty of blasphemy. He will
pass judgment quickly. Jesus doesn't

have a chance," the guard answered.

| kept feeling my ear. There was no
pain, no damage. | ran my fingers
over the spot, but couldn't even
feel a scar. How could that be?
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Then that thought came back,
even stronger than before. I'm
responsible for this! | felt like | was
the one on trial. He healed me. He
showed me love and mercy. Now
He is surrounded by wolves crying
for His blood. What have | done?

| followed as Jesus was taken to
stand trial before Pontius Pilate,
the Roman governor. Jesus'
accusers were a bit like we were in
the garden—nearly bowled over
every time He spoke. They knew
Jesus was no ordinary man.

SRIEIA LR T, HEZ
AT SE SR A B ZER XA A 5T !
AR BAMAZH AN G
T, A GRS 2 AN .
DUEABBORAE R, R E SR T
Jesth . FENRM 1 A4

SRR, ZIEEME A KAR
P 7 R . (EARAE R Ty,
AT 1A B BB A e HR Bk FE S . HE
Rt e B 2 B R 2 R
WAERPEAE G . PLaiE & RERI A,
HR MBI 2 B e B A N —FF,
B YERR UL IEES, JLTEREE T .
AAT T %60 38 B SR AN A2




"I find no fault in Him at all," Pilate
declared after his interrogation. But
when he saw that the crowd had
been incited by the priests to demand
Jesus' execution and was about to
riot, he called for a basin of water
and washed his hands, saying, "l am
innocent of the blood of this just
Man. If you want Him crucified,

you see to it!"

Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be
crucified, and the whole garrison of
Roman soldiers gathered around
Jesus. They dressed Him in a scarlet
robe and put a crown of thorns on His
head. They spit on Him and mocked
Him. "Hail, King of the Jews!" Then
they put His own clothes back on Him
and led Him away to be crucified.
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| was pushed along by the crowd as it
surged through the narrow streets of
Jerusalem until we came to the hill
called Golgotha, just outside of the
city. By the time | pushed my way to
the front of the crowd, the soldiers
had already nailed Jesus to a cross and
hoisted Him up to die like a common
criminal. His face and body were
splattered with blood, like mine had
been in the garden.

In my mind | traveled back several
months, to when | had heard Him tell

a crowd, "l have come to seek and save
the lost."

M NS TEAE HR B
PerEIIE b, ERIRATR
B MRy 25 5l ——
“CHREIL” B, =3k
GrEINFE AU RS, dode
I Z R HRERETE 728 |,
BEE IR PRS2SR,
A AE S o Ath R ST B A4 AT
Wiy 11, LRI AT AL
el 5L —F

F 10 K8 [ 21 LA H A
BT AR, 3
Koe N T BT HATRRURE
1P NP




Even though | was sure He wouldn't R[5 B b S A I AN 31 B 1) 75
be able to hear me over the noise of K NIX =l A B M AE T

the crowd that had gathered to PN vb A s = 2, (HIk
watch Him die, | told Him, "l am lost, Ipmeftyd, “FRIKK T, HREK.
Jesus. Forgive me for what | did!" B AR AMOE B —UIEE 7

Then He looked straight at me with
the same love in His eyes that | had
seen in the garden. | knew | was
forgiven. It had been a miracle when
He healed my ear, but an even
greater miracle when He healed my
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Art by www.Distantshores.org; used under CC-SA license. Dramatization based on Matthew 26:36-46; 27:1-
38; John 18:1-12. Text courtesy of Activated! Magazine. Featured on www.freekidstories.org
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