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T X “What’s wrong, Tristan?”
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Tristan said, through his tears.
“I’m sure it does. I’'m so sorry.”
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“Hmm,” Grandpa Jake said
suddenly, “I think | just found the
cause of this accident. Look at this. Your shoelaces weren’t tied, and

you must have tripped over them.”

“Oh, | guess | did forget to tie them,” Tristan confessed. “l was in
a race with my friend to see who would get outside the quickest,
and | must have forgotten.”
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“Well, it wasn’t so quick after all,
because you ended up getting hurt.
You know what, though? This
reminds me of a story about
little Drudy. Drudy was a dragonfly
who had a little accident just like
you did—and she learned some
very good lessons through it.”

“Please tell me, Grandpa,”
Tristan said eagerly.
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“You’ll never believe
what happened to me,”
Drudy panted, coming up
to where her best friends
Lincoln and Fiery were——
relaxing in the sun.
“I'just had a
scary accident.
I'll tell you _ e
all about
it.”
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“It was so warm this morning that |
decided to visit my dragonfly friends at the
pond,” Drudy began. “We were playing
flying games. It was a lot of fun.”
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“l wasn’t doing so good,”
Drudy confessed. “I could
fly high, but | wasn’t able to
dive as quickly as the
others. | started getting
frustrated because the
other dragonflies were
constantly winning. | got
angry and wanted to prove
that | could be as good as
the rest of them.”
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“I wasn’t being careful at all, and |
went real high and decided to dive
as fast as | could. | picked up so
much speed when | was diving
that | wasn’t able to turn. Instead,
| hit the water with a splash,”
Drudy explained.
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“At first | wasn’t scared, but
then | started to get a bit worried
when | realized that | couldn’t

fly out. My wings were so wet and
heavy; | couldn’t lift them. | was
stuck.”

“Oh dear!” Lincoln said
with a worried look on
his face.

“What happened next?”
Fiery asked curiously.
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“Well, a few of my friends tried to help me out, but |
was too heavy for them.”
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“I thought | might be stuck in
the water for a very long time
and maybe even drown. My
friends decided to go try and
find help, so they flew away.”

“What did you do?” Lincoln
asked.

“I remembered what my mom
had always told me to do if |
found myself in a difficult
situation: | prayed. | asked God
to send someone to rescue me.”



“Wiar, BWAZT ItE
m&t. Wa, AN cEE
EWETL”

CRE, BEL 7 ok
W A R K E
7, BLEE, WFEERE

“UhrEF R SOk, E
T3, JEREHhE R MK R
L

“AISII/NZRTE, 7 At
U BRATTHE it AR X R
N0 XK, ARRH 2 il U Y 3
B, JE, dhatn] LR A
T,

“Just then two children were
walking by the pond, and then
the little girl saw me.”

“!/Cid, Cid!” she shouted.
‘There’s a dragonfly in the water.
It looks like it needs help.”

“Her brother turned around
and saw me, and he gently
fished me out of the water.”

“‘Poor little thing,” he said.
“Let’s put it on this leaf here so
that the sun can dry its wings,
and then it’ll be able to fly
again.”
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CREMRT 7N R [ “That must’ve been so scary,
ko but I’'m so glad that you're
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N “I'm going to be a lot more
careful from now on.”
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“I’'m glad that | didn’t get into
as much trouble as Drudy did,”
Tristan said when the story
had ended.

“Yes, so am |,” his grandfather
said and smiled. “But it’s very
important to remember that
accidents often happen when
we’re not careful.”

“I guess I'd better tie my
shoelaces, Grandpa, before | go
play again,” Tristan said.

“And before you go, there’s one
other thing you should remember
that Drudy’s story taught us. Can
you remember what?”

Tristan put his hand on his chin
and thought for a moment. “To
pray?”

“That’s right! Then God can
protect you from getting hurt.”

Tristan and his grandfather
bowed their heads and said a little
prayer. Then Tristan bounded off
to play with his friend. On a
nearby leaf, three small insects
watched him and exchanged
smiles.
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