


Thomas Edison was probably the 
greatest inventor in American 
history. But when he first attended 
school in Port Huron, Michigan, his 
teachers complained that he was 
òtoo slowó and hard to handle. As 
a result, Edisonõs mother decided 
to take her son out of school and 
teach him at home. 
 

The young Edison was fascinated 
by science. At the age of 10 he had 
already set up his first chemistry 
laboratory. Edison eventually 
produced in his lifetime more than 
1,300 inventions. 
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When Thomas Edison invented 
the light bulb, he tried over 
2,000 experiments before he got 
it to work. òI havenõt failed,ó he 
told someone midway in his 
experiments. òThose were steps 
on the way. In each attempt, I 
was successful in finding a way 
not to create a light bulb. I have 
discovered more than 1,000 
things that will not work. I will 
soon find one that will.ó  



When a reporter asked 
Thomas Edison how it felt to 
have failed 25,000 times in 
his effort to create a simple 
storage battery, his reply 
was, òI donõt know why you 
are calling it a failure. Today 
I know 25,000 ways not to 
make a battery. What do you 
know?ó 
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The evening of December 9, 
1914, an explosion set fire to 
Edisonõs scientific laboratory. 
At least ten buildings were 
destroyed, along with years of 
research and development. 
òThere go all our mistakes,ó 
Edison said as he watched the 
blaze. òThank God we can 
start anew.ó 
 
Three weeks after the fire, 
Edison managed to deliver his 
first  phonograph.  
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Most of the reversals you and I 
face arenõt nearly as 
catastrophic, but they have two 
things in common with Edisonõs 
inferno. First, they present us 
with a choice: How will we react 
to our change of circumstances? 
Second, depending on how we 
react, such changes inevitably 
change us for better or for 
worse. 
 

Learn from your failures and go 
on to the next challenge. Itõs 
okay to fail. If youõre not failing, 
youõre not growing. 
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Text from òA Sowerõs Seedsó and other sources. 
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