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	Kindness to Strangers

	The Lord said to Moses, “Tell all the Israelites: do not do bad things to foreigners living in your country. You must treat them the same as you treat your own citizens. Love them as you love yourselves. Remember, you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God!
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	Jesus eats with “Scum”

	Matthew invited Jesus and His disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked the disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?”

	When Jesus heard this, He said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”
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	Peter and Cornelius

	In Caesarea, there was a man named Cornelius, who was the captain of a group of soldiers called “The Italian Unit.” Cornelius worshipped God, and so did everyone else who lived in his house. 

	One afternoon, Cornelius saw an angel. The angel said, “Send some men to Joppa for a man named Simon Peter. He is visiting with Simon the leather maker, who lives in a house near the sea.” 

	As soon as the angel left, Cornelius called in two of his servants. He explained everything to them and sent them off to Joppa.
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	The next day Peter went up on the roof of the house to pray and had a vision. He saw heaven open, and something came down like a huge sheet held up by its four corners. In it were all kinds of animals, snakes, and birds. A voice said to him, “Peter, get up! Kill these and eat them.”

	Peter said, “Lord, I can’t do that! I’ve never eaten anything that is unclean and not fit to eat.”

	The voice spoke to him again, “When God says that something can be used for food, don’t say it isn’t fit to eat.”
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	Peter was still wondering what all of this meant, when the men sent by Cornelius came and stood at the gate. They had found their way to Simon’s house and were asking if Simon Peter was staying there.

	While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him, “Some men are here looking for you. Hurry down and go with them. Don’t worry, I sent them.”

	The next morning, Peter left with the men who had come from Cornelius and arrived in Caesarea where Cornelius was waiting for them. He had also invited his relatives and close friends. 
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	Peter said to them, “You know that we Jews are not allowed to have anything to do with other people. But God has shown me that he doesn’t think anyone is unclean or unfit.  God is pleased with everyone who worships him and does right, no matter what nation they come from.”
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